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The second ham-in space mission 
is history but as I've said before 
"You ain't seen nuthin’ yet. 
WOORE, Tony England, had_ great 
success with his voice and SSTV 
activities. He was heard at W4T2U 
on both modes with great signal 
strength. At that time he was 
having trouble with his SSTV 
receiving converter. I don't know 
mete Le ared up later. At one 
point, non-ham mission commander 
Gordon Fullerton got on the mike. 
These two ham-in-space missions have 
sparked interest in amateur radio 
among the astronaut corps so such 
missions might breed more_- such 
missions. 


We congratulate the Wake Tech 
Amateur Radio Club on their 
successful efforts to contact WOORE 
and to receive pictures from the 
Spacecraft as well. 


I became excited upon learning 
that a German gentleman who I met in 
late July was involved with an ex- 
periment to be .conducted. by two 
German astronaut-hams on a shuttle 
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flight in October. It only took a 
couple of questions, however, to 
discern that my new acquaintance 
wasn‘t to be a wellspring of infor- 
mation about the astronauts’9 and 
their anticipated amateur activities 
during the flight. He had very 
little contact with the astronauts 
and no idea that they are hams and 
no idea of how telemetry works. But 
he knows what to do with the experi- 
ment data once it is on mag tape. 
That let some air out of my ballon 
but we proceded to have a pleasant 
if somewhat difficult conversation 
about his work anyway. 


Certainly, one of amateur 
radio's leading edge activities to- 
day is packet radio. As I write 

this, 145.01 is quite crowded. 
There are bursts of activity that 
seem to preclude the transmission of 
another packet and I‘m sure some 
collue ions’ “are occurring. ties 
really neat the way the terminal 
node controller handles such things. 
It reinforces my contention that you 
can do anything in software - wel] 
almost anything. The fledging Wake 
Digital Communications Group is out 
in front in establishing and promot- 

ing packet activities in the 
Triangle area and I urge you to join 
them if you are or want to be in- 
volved in packet radio. Contact 
K4IWW or AB4S to learn more. 
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MINUTES 
OF THE 
MEETING 


The regular aonthly meeting of the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society was held 
June So 1985, at the Firat 
Presbyterian Church, Ss. Salisbury 
Street. President Bruce Eggera, 
WAQSNEW, called the meeting to order 
and welcomed the 28 nembers and _1i11il, 
guests present. 


The meeting was immediately turned 
over to our guest speaker Brad, K4MR, 
for a fine presentation on telegraphy 
vie American Morse, complete with 
demonstration and tapes of actual high 
apeed American Morse cormaunications. 


excellent 
business 
the 


After 
the 


Brad’s 
norrual 
reaurned, with 
business being an 
AIOK, Jerry, of the formation of a 
Pecket Club to further the efforta of 
hams in the area in setting up a pac- 
ket repeater. Those interested should 
contect AIOK. 


presentation 
meeting was 

first item of 
announcement by 


K4NYV, Lynn, reported that initial 
contact with the EXMOUTH Radio Club 
has been made, and that arrangeaents 
are being worked out for September 
operation between Exmouth and Raleigh 
clubs on all bends (and asatellite) 


during the month of September. 


NF4P, Rollin, reported that the 
Financiel committee had reviewed our 
Treesurer’s books and found everything 
in order. Our treasurer, KN4G, then 
presented the financial report for the 


period of July 1, 1984 through June 
30, i965. A motion to accept the 
report was passed. 

WASNEW, Bruce, reported that the 
Boerd of Directora/Executive Committee 
recommended the expenditure of #100 
for the aupport of the Piedmont 


Coastal Repeater Network, and #150 for 
making membership drive mailings to 
the hams in Wake County, exclusive of 
the Cery erea. Both recommendations 
were presented es motions and cerried. 


WAIWXL, Jeff, Made a report on Hanfeat 
‘86 progress. He noted that ARRL will 


hold the N. C. State Convention at the) 
RARS Hamfest. Which committees are 
needed should be worked out by next | 


meeting, 
be needed. 


Bruce, reported that we still 


WASNEW, 
hope to have exama at our monthly 
meetings, but that details have to be 


worked out with WM4P. 


noted that several RARS 
in “24 
twisted 


W4YZX, 
members 
corabined 


Doc, 
had expressed interest 
order for 3/8 inch 
nylon rope, and if interested should 
see him immediately. A motion was 
then presented and passed that RARS 

purchase 300 feet for club use. 


informed the club that old 
retained 


N4IQA, Tin, 
expired ham platea could be 
after new ones were obtained. 


that RARS 
area, a8 


NF4P, Rollin, recommended 
gsupport packet radio in the 
has the Cary club. 


K4MC, Bob, recommended that we hold 
special activities to get more menbers 
to our aonthly meetings. WASNEW 
agreed to look into it when the 
Executive Committee next meets. 


business, the 
followed 


There being no further 
meeting was adjourned to be 
by coffee and fellowship. 


Roger Moates 
Secretary, RARS 
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JULY MEETING 
The regular s,onthly meeting of the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society was 
held July 3, 1985, the Firat 
Preabyterian Church, =e Salisbury 
Street. Preaident Bruce Eggers, 
WASNEW, called the meeting to order 
and welcomed the 28 members and 4 
guests present. 


at 


Bruce, 
report 
meeting 
which 
payment 
inaurance 
development 


opened the meeting with a 
from the Board of Directors 
held June 19, 1985. Items 
were covered included the 

of our club liability 
for the next 3 years, the 

cf a planning budget, 


at which time volunteers will | 


the expected operation with GB4HB 
of the EXMOUTH Amateur Radio Club 
(as reported laat month) Field Day 
preparations, cloaing of the LPM 
785 books, the Ham in Space 
program, selection of the 1986 RAR 
Hamfest date of April 13, and the 
possibility of holding upgrade 
sessions at our monthly meetings. 


Matt Stokes, our Wake County EMC, . 
‘reminded hams to pick up their Harn 

Watch tags, and if others would - 
like to order others for 3934.00 

please get those ordera in 

promptly. 


Bruce reported on a special space 


shuttle communication program to 
hans who would be working in 
conjunction with youth groups. 

Astronaut WOORE will call on 
prearranged achedules to 


individuala or cluba working with 
youth groups. 


Bruce, on behalf of RARS, wrote a 
letter to the Citizens Advisory 
Connittee to the U. S. Postal 
Service in aupport of a commerative 
stamp marking the 25th anniveraary 
of the firat amateur satellite. 


Harry, KiPLR, reported on the club’s 
Field Day effort, and noted that the 
club did get a packet radio station 
operational. Thanka were extended 
to all those who helped amake our 
Field Day effort a success. 


Our new roster is out, and was 
included in the laat iaaue of the 
Exciter. Members were asked to note 
any errors to Ann Bradley, KA4APK. 


Chuck, K4HF, reported on the 
upcoming exans. The cutoff date is 
July 20 for the August 3 Raleigh 
exans. 


Jeff, ‘WA1WXL, advised that a Hamfest 
preplanning meeting will be held 
goon to set up our 1986 Hamfest. 
Pereons interested is helping should 
see WAIWXL or K4GOE, our haanfest 
co-chairmen. 


Harry, K1PLR, made a brief report on 
the Official Observer (00) prograam, 


noting that anyone interested should 
contect hia. 


NOVICE CLASSES 
START SEP. 9 


AAGYL, K1PLR and a host of other 
RARS members will be involved in 
teaching and assisting during the 
annval RARS sponsored Novice 
classes at NCSU's McKimmon Center 
this Fall. Not every RARS member 
can be directly involved in this 
project. Bvt every RARS member 
CAN HELP! How? Post the center- 
folds in this month's issve of 
the Exciter on brlletin boards 

at work, where yor shop, bry gas, 
anywhere yor can think of. 


Amatevr Radio has gotten a lot of 
good press dvring the past year 
as a resvlt of the tornados, the 
forest fires, hvrricane Diana, 
Field Day and the Space Shrttle 
Challenger mission. Let's let 
others know how they can get a 
start in this fantastic hobby! 


Post a poster. If yor need more 
copies, call wa9new. 


The dates for the 1986 hanmfest has 
been resolved with Charlotte. 
Charlotte will be on March 22 - 23, 
and Raleigh will on April 13. 


The 1985-86 planning budget was 
handed out to those present, and 
after discussion, was voted on and 
approved. 


Murray, W6MVZ, introduced our 
feature speaker, K4HF, who presented 
an informative talk on the do’s and 
dont’s of antenna raising. 


After a fine program the meeting was 
adjourned to be followed with coffee 
and fellowship. 


Roger Moates 
Secretary, RARS 


Bert's Beat (Continued) 


SCV(Sons of Confederate Veterans) 
and the 48th Annual Convention 
of the Military Order of the 
Stars and Bars(MOSB) here in 
Raleigh 7-10 August. The amaz- 
ing thing is ----- it is only 
the third time in over 50 years 
that North Carolina has held 
this National Convention, It 
has been in other Southern 
states since 1896, How about 
that? Well, the 1985 Conven- 
tio went off very well, Had a 
pig picking at Bentonville 
Battleground, a parade in down- 
Raleigh on Saturday(with uni- 
formed Confederates) and a 

most colorful Banquet and Ball 
that night. Another RARS member 
who enjeyed these festivities 
was WA4DCM, who was the Parade 
Marsrea@ll., So RARS, you have 
so@®. mighty versatile talent 
within your ranks, Now if only 
Marse Lee had had som of those 
handy-talky 2M VLES twee she va 
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by Bruce Eggers, WASWEW 
Prenident, RARS 


GB4HB UPDATE 


K4UNYV reports several recent con- 
tacts with G4YRM of the Exmouth, 
England clb concerning the oper- 
ation of the commemorative Amatervr 
station at the birthplace of Sir 
Walter Raleigh in Hayes Barton. 
While no specific details are yet 
available beyond those previosly 
icentified, Lynn shorld have more 
for vs at the September meeting. 


By-Laws Review Committee 
PROGRESS Report 


Note PROGRESS! I am pleased to 
report that WB4EOV has volvnteered 
to assvme the Chair of this vital 
committee. A preliminary review 
of where the committee has been 
and where it thinks it's going 
will be a key topic at the Avgrst 
Board of Directors/Exective Com- 
mittee meeting. We'll have an 
wpdate for yor at the September 
meeting. Md oe 
RARS HAMFEST HOSTS 
1986 NC STATE ARRL 
CONVENTION 


In a retvrn to yesteryear, RARS 
RIDES AGAIN! The 1986 RARS HAM- 
FEST has received the blessings 
of the ARRL Board's Executive 
Committee to host the NC State 
ARRL Convention in 1986. J»st a 
tad more work for yorr committee 
co-chairs, WA1WXL and K4GOE, jvst 
a tad more work for YOU! Watch 
for Jeff and Al's upcoming colrmns 
in the Exciter. 

Now the 4. sate is: Who will be 
brave enorgh to step forward and 
host the Midnight Conclave of the 
Royal Order of the Worff Hong ? ? 


HAM RADIO DEMO 


NF4P has the lead on a demonstra- 
tion of Amate-r Radio to some 

handicapped yorngsters and their 
families on Sep 14th. See him! 


WITE 
BERT BAILEY, WhFMN 


PeemrmGsen) WESTOP Ss sissiicsssttssitssies: 
With the Club Trustee, Bert, W4FMN and Club 
Advisor, Bruce, WASNEW, hovering over their 
respective mikes calling WOORE on 145,550 
MHz. at Wake Tech on the weekend of 13-14 
July, Tony listened intently for earthling 
signals. Suddenly, he heard WB4TOP on----- 
144.41(Bert's freq)????----- or144.45(Bruce's 
freq)???? Here is where the luck of the Irish 
came in. Ole Bert is Scotch-Irish and Bruce 
has got to be pure Irish. Anyway, you guessed 
it---Bruce nailed ole Tony on .45, and 
beautiful it was. "Roger, WB4TOP, you've got 
a good strong signal up here....... ZILCH. 
That was it. It was a truly inspirational 
contact as I heard it. But Bruce, piggy about 
the whole thing, was put out because Tony did 
not give out with a RARS 2M ragchew. It was 
all over in less than one minute. What a 
thrill it was. All our hours on listening, 
pointing antennas, calling orbits, 
and---praying. Take it from WB4TOP, it was 
well worth all the trub. This was not XZ4QWA 
paddling a canoe off Guadacanal on a 
DX-pedition. This was an astronaut 250 miles 
above us all, hurtling thru space at 175K 
mph. No comparison with any other ham 
endeavors. Nosiree: Bruce got the poopsheets 
from ARRL and carefully plotted the orbits, 
making corrections as the orbits were 
announced on HF at Greenbelt. Most were 
predictable and fell within reasonable 
limits. One matter that needs to be taken 
care of on future flights---put experienced 
operators on the link between the shuttle and 
the monitors on the ground. We had trub even 
reading one op's phonetics. Ragchewing is OK 
at dull intervals but not when the whole world 
is waiting to hear orbital info that will help 
to predict the next orbit with accuracy. Even 
Wake Tech ops like to catch a shuteye 
sometimes. Well, that SSB QSO was the high 
light of our expedition to lab 105 but we did 
monitor 144.91 continuously and on Friday we 
made a SSTV contact. That was a thrill of 
course. Saw two shuttlers with their headsets 
on working their controls to keep 51F in 
orbit. But that was with the help of Doc, 
W4WZX's SSTV equipment. (Tnx, Doc). When the 
afteraction of the Shuttle 51F mission is al] 
over, perhaps Tony heard our several dozen 
"shots in the dark" with our SSTV 
‘transmitter. And so it goes, ho hum, another 
routine day at Wake Tech's ARC. So what's 


‘new, ------ WA9!! 


ASA Monitor at Gettysburg 1863 


"Roger, bring up Big Boy and fire 
all you got on Charley Roger(code 
name for Cemetery Ridge)" 

"On the Way! CR destroyed with all 
hands aboard" 

"Good work,Fighting Able(lee'’s 
Corps Artillefy that is) 

A brief lull in the tape------ 
Péckett:"Red-dog Six,move out 
after LRT is pulverized"(LRT is 

a eee at oh code for Little Round 
Top 

Pettigrew"Roger on that, I got a 
pile of Tarheels that are spoiling 
for a fight.They want some of 
those Redlegs up yonder, Out” 

TAPE GETS GARBIED but it is ob- 
vious that all Hades is breaking 
loose as scrapiron, bolts, nails, 
horseshoes(Confederate projectiles 
jammed down smoothbores) fly thru 
the air towards LRT. 

Pettigrew"On objective Able, no 
signs of life in yankeeland, We 
are taking a break, chomping on 
all this fine type yankee grub, 
Over" 

Pickett"Roger, Champ Six, save some 
for ole Dad, er---Packmule Six” 
Robert E, THE lee"“Charley Sugar 
Able(that was net call for all CSA 
stations) this is Traveler Six 

on the mike. Congratulations,men, 
LRT, BRT, CR and the whole of 

this part of PA belongs to us, 
Cigar Six(that's code for General 
Grant on the "other side”) is on 
his way to my position to sing 

a rousing chorus of DIXIE and, 
incidentally, to sign some papers 
that will end this fracas, From 
now on, all yankees must eat 


‘grits for breakfast, chitlins 
’ for lunch and black-eyes for 


supper. That's all men.Good 

work. This is Traveler Six,Out” 
HERE THE TAPE breaks and all that 
can ge salvaged is cra@cendos of 
DIXIE and muted Taps for the re- 


e.e © o & 6 6 8 


put off reminding all RARS mem- 
bers that W4FMN was Chairman of 
the 90th Annual Convention of the 


Continued next page 


FIVE - THE AMATEUR IS BALANCED 


It happened on a Saturday morning, 
just a couple of weeks ago. The 
scanning HT stopped on a local 
machine as ham #1 called ham #2. 
When ham #2 had not replied within 
three seconds, ham #3 called #1 
with the comment, "I haven't heard 
him on today. If he's not in the 
shack he must have had to go in to 
work today." Ham #1 agrees and 
both leave the air. 


I know ham #2. I don't think the 
opinion rendered by ham #3 is at 
all accurate or fair. Ham #2 has 

a lovely family; he's active in 
his chvrch, involved with his kids' 
activities, participates in other 
commvnity organizations, has done 
well in his career. He exemplifies 
the fifth article of the Amatenr's 
Code: The Amatevr is balanced - 


Radio is his hobby. He never allows 


it to interfere with any of the 


duties he owes to his home, his job, 


or his community. 


I've known Amateurs who have allowed 


their hcbby to become an overwhelm- 
ing, overpowering force in their 
lives. I've known Amatevrs who 
have lost the freindship of their 
neighbors, the respect of their 
professional colleagues, the affec- 
tion of their families. Indeed, 

in some isolated cases, I've known 
those who have lost mich, mch more. 


Have you ever known someone like 
this? Have yon ever played a role; 
however small, however wnknowing; 
in pyvtting another Amatevr in svch 
jeopardy? It's an easy trap to 
fall into. Many Amatenrs have 
never learned how to say 'NO'. 

And many others know this. 


"We'll need a new net control for 
Tuesday nights." 


"Mary'll do it if yon ask her." 


Mary probably will, bunt her hysband 
jJvst made a commitment for them to 
join a chrrch sponsored Tuesday 
night mixed leagve bowling team, 


something Mary had said she'd try 
if she covld find the time. 


"It's already Friday and if we're 
going to do anything in the contest 
this weekend, somebody's going to 
have to go wp the tower and replace 
that connector." 


"John'1l do it if yon ask him." 


John probably will, brt his little 
girl's first ballet recital is 
this Friday evening. 


Conld either of the svggesting hams 
have known abont these prior commit- 
ments? Probably not. If Mary or 
John agree to perform the reqnvested 
tasks, who's responsible for the 
resvlting interpersonal stress? 
Why, Mary and John, certainly. Yon 
have to learn how to balance your 
hobby with the rest of yorr life. 
Yow have to know how to say 'NO'. 


But there are those times when each 
of ws have contribnted to snch 
problems. There are those times 
when each of ws shonld have said 
'NO'. There are those times when 
each of ws shovld not have asked. 


Amatevr Radio has been an integral 
part of my life, and my family's 
life, for over twenty years. I'd 
like to think I've kept it in 
'balance'. As I've fulfilled the 
responsibilities of offices held, 
I'd like to think I've never con- 
tribynted to another's inability 

to maintain 'balance'. Bnt I've 
probably failed many times. 


I've wanted to write a commentary 
on the fifth article of the 
Amatenr's Code for many years. 


It takes qrite some few hors 

to get a colvmn like this drafted; 
recheck the wording, the flow. 
Make changes, type a draft, proof- 
read. More changes, type a final. 
Write letters to editors. Am I 
maintaining 'balance'? What else 
shold I be doing? Well, I'm on 
vacation, so that takes care of 
job and career. Bt there's the 
Corvair I bovght yesterday. I was 
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Five - The Amateur is Balanced (Cont. ) 


sypposed to take it over for a 
check on the timing and dwell this 
afternoon. And I've got to prt in 
several more hovrs on the new work- 
bench before I can even start to 
think abont moving the shack into 
the larger spare bedroom. And ~ 
I've got to get the new shack done 
before I can tear ont the smaller 
bedroom, thereby enlarging the 
living room as the XYL has been 
wanting me to do. Then there's 

the Novice class starting next month, 
the clyb's Board meeting in two days 
and the membership drive to pnt into 
motion, the 'p-blic access channel' 
on the cable system to get the clyb 
involved in, the after-action 

report on the Space Shrttle Challen- 
ger effort to finish, etc. ., etc. 


Am I 'balanced'? I hope so. 
Are YOU? 


(My thanks to ham #3. If he hadn't 
rendered such an "nknowing and 
ynfair opinion on the air, this 
colvwmn world still be residing in 
dysty parts of the gray matter. 
Bunt maybe I'd have gotten the 
Corvair running or the workbench 
done. I've got to learn how to 
say 'NO' sometimes, even if only 
to myself!) 

wa9new 


WHY 
do most home computers have less 
on-board memory than is required 
of the user to vse them? 


WHY 
can't we take the parasitics ont 
of onr finals and pvt them on ovr 
antennas? (Or maybe we do!) 


WHY 
is there only one meter on most 
two meter rigs? 


WHY ' 
is something which shovld not be 
operated in water called a rnbber 
duck? 


SEPTEMBER PROGRAM 


CELLULAR TELEPHONE 
is coming to Raleigh 
Dave Wood WB4KPD 
of 
United Telespectrum 
Will tell us all about it at the 
September Meeting 


YOU KNOW IT‘S GOING TO BE A BAD 
DAY .. WHEN.. 


Your wife uses one of your dipoles 
for a clothes line. 


You need this one last contact to 
get that special certificate--and 
blow a final before you get his 
call. 


You are sitting there hearing Aus- 
tralia coming in on CW and you have 
your fingers in a cast, having just 
broken them. 


You look all over for your portable 
2 meter antenna and find your son 
is using it for a fly rod. 


You get set to put that brand new 
rig on the air and find uot that 
your XYL gave the mike to the baby 
to play with, and he burped all 
over it. 


FOR SALE: Heath SB 220 Linear - Excellent 


Condition. Call Tom Alexander 
848-0669 


TELE—BYTE 


“WHERE YOU CAN DIAL SAVINGS” 
@ COMPUTER SUPPLIES e 
e DISKETTES e RIBBONS 
e PAPER e STORAGE UNITS 
e ACCESSORIES 


LOCAL STOCK 
SAME DAY SHIPMENT 


FREE CATALOG 848-3857 


RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INC. 
P. O. BOX 17124 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27619 


Raleigh, N.C. | 
Permit No. 173] | 


W4TZU, SHERMAN STARNES 
RT. 1, BOX 99 
FRANKLINTON NC 27525 


FREE 
CENTERFOLD 
: OPEN NOVICE CLASSES 
NOW! SLART: SEP #2 


RARS meets each first Wednesday at 7:30 at 
First Presbyterian Church, 116 S. Salisbury Street 


Qaulendar 


Sept 4 - Regular RARS Meeting 
116 S. Salisbury St. 


Sept 9 - Novice Classes begin 
7:00 pm McKimmon Center 


Sept 10 - RARS Exciter copy Deadline 


Sept 18 - RARS Board Meeting 
NCSU Faculty Club 


Sept 21, 22 - ARRL Va. State Conv. 
Virginia Beach, VA 


Sept 26-28 - QCWA Natl. Convention 
Winston-Salem, NC 


Sept 27, 28 - Amateur Exams (walk-in) 
Greensboro, NC 


Sept 27-29 - DXPO, Atlanta, Ga. 


Oct. 4-6 - ARRL Natl Convention 
Louisville, KY 


Oct. 13 - Maysville, NC Hamfest 


